
 

 

PhD Student Iceland trip (5-11 September 2022) 

After many months of pre-planning, it was finally time for our trip to Iceland. On September 5, 
part of the group met up downtown Reykjavik to say hi, since most of us had never met in 
person before. However, it was not until the morning after that our trip really began! 

 
The travel plan 



With two minivans, we headed off east towards our first stop, the soil conservation station 
where we met up with Magnús Thor Einarsson. He told us all about their reforestation program 
(Hekluskógar) and the general problems they face, with erosion as the main driving force. After 
lunch, we then went and looked at some amazing waterfalls and the night was spent in cabins 
in Hella.  

 
Amazing waterfalls! 

The second day started early with a drive to the ferry in Landeyjahöfn. Our goal of the day was 
to go over to the largest island out of the Vestmannaeyjar Islands to see Puffins. We were a bit 
nervous since they reside there between May to September. But, lo and behold, we weren’t too 
late! After the sun cleared the fog away, we started to see many Puffins. We probably have 
thousands of photos between all of us on them, most likely blurry, in our desire to shoot the 
perfect photo. We spent all day on the island. 



 
Puffin watching! 

After Puffin-time, some of us walked up a volcano, others went to a museum they had about 
the volcanic eruption in the 70’s and others went to a wildlife sanctuary.  

 



 
Vestmannaeyjar Islands 

 

After a long day spent on the island, we took the ferry back to the mainland were we spent the 
night in Hlíðarendi before going to the Thingvellir Forest Research Centre on our third and last 
day. There we had a guided tour and walk of the area, talking about the start of the Islandic 
parliament and the tectonic plates that have shaped the landscape. 

 
A pond with a dark past in the Thingvellir National Park. This is a place where witches were drowned back in the 
day for incest.   



 

We finished off the day at the Icelandic Forest Research Centre in Móglisá, where Edda 
Oddsóttir talked about their work as a forest agency, before heading back into Reykjavik. 

We spent our last night in Reykjavik, before most of us went home the day after. Therese, Nora 
and Olle, on behalf of the PhD-council, would like to thank everyone again for a successful and 
fun trip! This time we lucked out with both the weather and everything else!   

   

 

Thank you all again! From Therése, Nora and Olle (representatives from the PhD-council) 

(Texts and photos by Therése Strömvall, ©) 


